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This book contains photos from the
Schumacher Farm Park collection and
the author’s photo/video collection.
The purpose of the book is to exhibit
photos that are otherwise in storage, to
provide a visual and brief history of the
farm with Marcella, and to answer
questions that are often asked about
Marcella Schumacher Pendall.

Marcella was born August 31, 1910.
She died on December 17, 1993 at the
age of 83. In 1978 she gifted
approximately 40 acres of the
Schumacher farmstead and buildings
to Dane County Parks for a living
history museum and nature
conservancy. She wanted the public to
develop a love and appreciation for the
beauty of nature and what living was
like in rural Dane County in the early
twentieth century.

That vision is carried on today through
Marcella’s trust, and support from
Dane County Parks along with
volunteers and Friends of the
Schumacher Farm Park.
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John and Ann Busby Family
(Marcella’s maternal grandparents)

John, 1827-1900, was born in New York. Ann
McGlynn, 1827-1914, was born in Ireland. John
married Ann in 1850. Their children were:

William 1853-1930
Catherine 1856-1941
Charles 1867-1942
Eveline 1869-1962

Henry Schumacher, 1862-1942, married Eveline
Busby in 1908. He was 46 years old and she was 39. In
1909, Henry Schumacher built a barn with help from
neighbors for $1,200. The barn was typically built first
to take care of livestock.

Their only child, Marcella, was born in 1910 and died
in 1993 at age 83. Marcella married Rudolf Pendall in
Baltimore, Maryland, in 1940, and divorced in 1954.
Marcella loved animals, nature, the prairie, and
outdoors, and played the piano at an early age. Later
in life she wrote the book, “Papa, Mama, and Me,”
where some of this information comes from.

John Busby

1905 Ann Busby

Standing: Eveline and Charles
Sitting: William and Kate (Catherine)

George and Clara Schumacher family

George Schumacher (1822-1880)
Clara Riphahn Schumacher (1829-1892)

Margaret 1858-1893 (age 35)
Peter 1859-1880 (age 21)
John 1861-1923 (age 62)
Henry Peter 1862-1942 (age 80)
Fred 1864-1904 (age 41)
-------------------------------------
Not in photo
Herman 1866 (died as a baby)
Herman 1867-1939 (62)
Paul 1869-1910 (age 41)
Joe born 1873
Michael 1875-1892 (age 17)

Marcella’s paternal grandparents
George Schumacher and Clara
Riphahn Schumacher emigrated from
Germany. Clara emigrated from
Cologne, Germany to Wisconsin in
1855 with her brothers, Peter and
Martin. George emigrated from Nilder
Zissin, Germany in 1855. George and
Clara married in 1857 in Pine Bluff,
Wisconsin.

In 1865 photo, left to right: John, Henry,
George, Peter, Clara, Fred, Margaret
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From the 1890 Town of Westport plat book.

Schumacher properties outlined in red and green.
The red square is the farm park.

George Schumacher purchased several properties over the years, but didn’t
succeed as a merchant or farmer. His sons, on the other hand, did well.

John, Henry, and Fred bought 180 acres from John Fahy in 1884 for $2,675.
The land was put in John’s name, as shown on 1890 plat map, just across the
road from the farm park. The brothers bought more land over the years in
each of their names.

In 1892, Henry Schumacher purchased 40 acres for $2,100 from Pamela
Wheeler, widow of Dr. Wheeler, one of the first doctors in Westport/
Waunakee area. Henry continued to live with his parents on the 160 acres
across the road until he married.

1923: Herman, Joe, John, and Henry.
John, front left, died later that year.
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1921: Eveline (Busby) SchumacherJune 1913: Marcella with her mother Eveline
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1917

In 1914, Eveline’s brother, Charles Busby, brought Frank Rosa to visit the farm.
Frank was from Serbia and came to America to avoid World War I. He spent
three years with Henry learning about farming, and playing his accordion. He
eventually moved to Chicago to marry.

1917
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Marcella and her horse Billie1920 Marcella with her dad Henry.
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Marcella with her constant companion Youknow.

1917

1917



Marcella with her mother, Eveline.

1920: Henry Schumacher and Marcella

1920: Marcella’s First Communion

1918: Crossing School District No. 2
Front Row: Robert Hogan, Beulah Buehler, Marcella Schumacher, Dorothy O’Malley,
Robert Busby, Julius Ness (behind Robert), Russel Hart, — Hawkensted, — Hawkensted,
Richard O’Malley, and — Hawkensted

Second Row: Clara Quam, Henrietta Stejskal, Esther Hellingson, Hazel Busby, Mary
Stejskal, William Busby, and Joseph Koltes

Third Row: —, teacher, Mary Carroll, Clarence Quam, and John Heinz
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Marcella and her horse, Robbie.

Marcella and her mother, Eveline, with unidentified child.
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Tobacco was a popular and profitable crop in the early 1900’s.
The Schumachers grew tobacco for a time.
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Marcella’s parents bought this piano for her in 1920 for
$250. Marcella later gave lessons to students and friends.
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Marcella graduated from Waunakee High School in 1927.
The photo on the right is Marcella with her diploma.
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Marcella posing with animals hitched to disc.

Eveline planting tobacco.
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Marcella loved animals.
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Marcella with her parents Eveline and Henry Schumacher

Circa 1930 Marcella
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2016: The house and barn.
Circa 1930: Marcella with her father, Henry.



1932: Marcella outside the farm house.

Marcella graduated from Edgewood College in 1929. She received Bachelor of Arts from
University of Wisconsin - Madison in 1931. She continued in 1932 majoring in history.
Later, after adventures or trips abroad, and discussions with her mother, Marcella became
a teacher in Waunakee.
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The garden area

1940: Marcella married Rudolf Pendall in Baltimore. and moved to
Washington D.C. They divorced in 1954.
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1968

1964 1967

1968

1964

1958

1960

1961 1962

Photos from the
Whipurwauna annual
class book from 1958
to 1968. The books are
from the Wauankee
Public Library and the
Schumacher Farm
Park. Marcella taught
classes at the Wauanee
High School.

1958 Spanish class

1960 Spanish Class
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Prairie restoration area flowers.

Top: Marcella celebrating her 80th birthday.
Close friend John VanDinter in the background.

On the right: Circa 1990, Marcella in garden with friend.
Marcella on right in top photo, on left in bottom photo.
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1993: Marcella published her book, “Papa, Mama, and Me.”

Marcella was featured in the 1992 Wisconsin State Journal.”



Scenes from 2014 Heritage Festival with steam engines and 1920’s threshing machine.

Scenes from the Heritage Festival with
filmmaker and author Roger Bindl filming
stories about the events, and eventually
volunteering to produce the 2015 film
“Marcella and the Schumacher Farm Park.”

The farm hosts various events throughout
the year including the maple sap workshop,
springtime at the farm, children’s summer
camp, monarch butterfly workshop, wood
stove cooking, herb workshop, the
Heritage Festival, family Halloween, the
bluegrass music festival, and more.

For more stories about the farm and
Marcella, watch the video “Marcella and
the Schumacher Farm Park” on YouTube.

2010 Harvest Fest

Author and Filmmaker Roger Bindl
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2019: Abstract photo from harvest time with a 1920’s grain binder. Preparing for the
Heritage Festival. The Center for Rural History in background.

2015: Threshing demonstration during the Heritage Festival using steam power
and 1920’s threshing machine.

Connecting the belt that
powers the threshing

machine.

Hay rides during 2015 Heritage Festival. Center for Rural History in back‐
ground. A glimpse of the threshing machine demonstration on the far left.
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Prairie Burn Prairie Walks

Barrel making and tool sharpening Blacksmith demonstration

Music on the farm Antique tractors

Annual maple sap workshop Boiling down the maple sap

Woodworking demonstrations at the Heritage Festival

Crosscut saw demonstration and cooking with wood burning stove at the Heritage Festival

Apple press and loom demonstrations
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These are from ideas the author is thinking about to build the farm
with drawings for a coloring book, a kids story on this history, or a
learning tool. This is what I have so far... the house, chicken coop,
corn crib, tool shed, windmill, barn, horses pulling planter, cow,
barn, Marcella with her dog, and more to come perhaps?
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2018 aerial photo looking south. Center for Rural History on the left.

2018 aerial photo looking north, trails in the background.
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Marcella

1910-1993



This book was compiled from the Schumacher Farm photos collection, other information from the farm, online
searches, the documentary “Marcella and the Schumacher Farm Park,” and Marcella’s book “Papa, Mama, and Me.”

Additional farm photos and compilation of material for this book by Roger Bindl, with material from his
documentary on the farm “Marcella and the Schumacher Farm Park,” and with assistance from the Friends of

Schumacher Farm Park.

Learn more from the video “Marcella and the Schumacher Farm Park” at the park and on YouTube.

Marcella and her parents are buried in St. John’s Cemetery in Waunakee, Wisconsin.


